
Peddlers or Solicitors 

 Permits 

 

 Any door-to-door solicitor or roadside peddler must have a Vendor’s Permit issued by the 

Sheriff’s Records Division.  The permit is granted for unincorporated areas of the county.  The 

solicitor must have the permit attached to their clothing and have their permit readily available for 

review.  The permit has an issue date and an expiration date on it. 

 The following people are exempt from having a permit. 

A. Persons soliciting orders from or selling to retail dealers for use, or for resale, or to 

manufacturers for processing. 

B. Public agencies. 

C. Any person operating a regular route not less than once a week for newspapers or such 

goods as ice, or egg, dairy or bakery products, or for laundry or dry cleaning 

services. 

D. Persons regulated and required to be licensed by the state or any of its agencies, while 

these persons are actually engaged in the activity for which the license is required. 

E.  Persons delivering or soliciting for a newspaper of general circulation. 

F.  Persons soliciting funds or peddling or soliciting goods or publications for the sole and 

bona fide purpose of propagating a religious or political faith, doctrine or belief or for 

charitable purposes, provided that persons soliciting funds for such religious, political 

or charitable purposes turn over not less than seventy-five percent of all funds solicited 

to such religious, political or charitable purpose.  

 If anyone comes to your door that you are suspicious of and does not have a permit in view and 

are not one of the above mentioned persons exempt from having one, please call the sheriff’s 

department at (925) 646-2441 to report them. 

Contra Costa County Telephone Numbers for questions regarding Peddler/Solicitor Permits: 

Contra Costa County Clerk-Recorder (Business License Info.)  (925) 646-2366 

Contra Costa County Health Services      (925) 646-5225 

Contra Costa County Sheriff-Records (License/Permit Info.)  (925) 335-1570 

Contra Costa County Sheriff (Fingerprint Info./Appointments)  (925) 957-7100 

 

 


